SYNODICAL ACTION (IRELAND). 




RETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Commons, 

• dated 8 May 1 863 ; — -for, 

A‘ c COPY of any Memorials to Her Majesty from the Irish Prelates, pre- 
sented during 1861 and 1862 , relating to Synodical Action in Ireland ; 
and. Copy or Extracts of Correspondence relating thereto.” 



Whitehall, \ 
11th May 1863. J 



H. W ADDINGTON. 



IRISH CONVOCATION. 



No. 1. 



Letter from the Primate to Sir G. C. Lewis. 



Sir, Armagh, 20 July 18.61. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith a Memorial from the Irish Prelates, 
addressed to the Gueen, which I request, in their name and in my own, that 
you will have the goodness to lay before Her Majesty. 



The Right Hon. Sir G. C. Lewis, 
&c. &c. &c. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) John G. Armagh. 



Enclosure in No. 1. 

To Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen. 

May it please your Majesty, 

We, the Archbishops and Bishops of the Irish Provinces of the United Church, approach 
your Majesty with the deepest sentiments of dutiful attachment and respect. We beg 
leave. humbly to set before your Majesty, that the Statutes relating to the Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland provide “ that the Churches of England and Ireland, as now by law 
established, be united into one Protestant Episcopal Church, to be called f the United 
Church of England and Ireland ; ’ and that the doctrine, worship, discipline, and government 
of the said United Church shall be, and shall remain in full force for ever, as the same 
are now by law established for the Church of England.” 

To preserve in all its completeness the union thus effected, and carefully to guard against 
anything tending towards disunion or schism, is, we humbly submit, our bounden duty as 
Chief Pastors and Overseers of the Church. We therefore feel constrained humbly to 
represent to your Majesty our anxieties in reference to this important subject, under the 
circumstances which we proceed to state. 

The 29th English Canon of 1603 is the same as the 16th Irish Canon of 1634, and 
enforces an ancient practice respecting Sponsors at Baptism, common to the Church in 
both countries for many centuries. The Convocation of the Province of Canterbury 
having applied for, and obtained, your Majesty’s License for tbe purpose, has repealed the 
29tb Canon, and in the place thereof has enacted a new Canon, which now awaits your 
Majesty’s sanction. And we have been advised, that in order to give validity to the 
change intended to be thereby effected, the sanction of the Legislature also would be 
required. 
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The Convocation of the Province of York has likewise asked for, and received from 
your Majesty, a License for a similar purpose. 

Steps have, moreover, been taken by the Convocation of Canterbury (as we have been 
informed) towards the preparation of new Forms of Divine Service to be used after 
harvest, and on other occasions ; thereby adding to the Services prescribed by the Acts of 
Uniformity. And the heads of a measure for regulating the Discipline of the Clergy have 
also been the subject of deliberation in that Assembly. 

A new rule of Sponsorship, new forms of Prayer, and a new law of Discipline, if intro- 
duced in the Province of Canterbury alone, or in the Provinces of Canterbury and York, 
to the exclusion of the Irish Provinces, would disturb the uniformity of the Church, and 
violate the spirit of the Acts of Union. 

In such grave matters, we conceive that the whole of the United Church is concerned. 
And relying with confidence on your Majesty’s royal and benevolent care for the preserva- 
tion of the integrity of the Church, we would humbly ask that the advice, not of one or 
two Provincial Synods only, but of a General Synod of the United Church of England 
and Ireland, may be obtained, before any change is made in the doctrine, worship, dis- 
cipline, or government of the Church. 

We would pray your Majesty to adopt this course, rather than to refer questions in 
which all the Provinces of the Church are equally interested to the consideration of 
separate and independent Convocations, which have no sufficient opportunities for mutual 
conference and explanation, such as ought to take place among the Prelates and Clergy, 
belonging to one and the same Church, in reference to matters affecting the whole body. 
For if real freedom of action be conceded to each Convocation, there would be a risk of 
the unity of the Church being impaired and schism generated. Or if, on the other hand, 
equal freedom of action he not conceded to each Convocation, hut all the Provinces are 
expected to acquiesce in the decisions of one, this would be an assumption of authority for 
which there is no foundation in law or justice. 

We therefore humbly pray that your Majesty will be graciously pleased to refer all 
matters involving any alteration in the doctrine, worship, discipline, or government of the 
Church, to the consideration of a General Synod of the United Church of England and 
Ireland, in order that such measures may be framed as, if approved of by your Majesty, 
may receive your Majesty’s royal assent, or (if the sanction of the Legislature be likewise 
needed) may be suitably recommended to Parliament. 

And we devoutly pray that, in all the affaivs of the Church and kingdom committed by 
Almighty God to your Majesty’s care and government, your Majesty may be guided by 
“ the wisdom that is from above.” 

(signed) John G. Armagh. 

JRd. Dublin. 

Jos. H. Meath. 

Ludlow Killaloe and Clonfert. 

Thos. Tuam. 

J. T. Ossory and Ferns. 

Robt. Cashel, §'c. 

Rob. Down, Connor and Dromorc. 

William Derry and Raphoe. 

H. Limerick. 

Marcus G. Kilmorc, §'c. 

. , Win. Cork. 

Armagh, 22 July 1861. 



No. 2. 

Letter from Sir George Grey to the Primate. 

My Lord Whitehall, 1 August 1 80 1 . 

. q G t0 acknowledge the receipt of your Grace’s letter of the 20th July, and 
to inform your Grace that I hare had the honour to lay before the Queen the 
Memorial (winch accompanied your letter) of the Archbishops and Bishops of 
, Pr °™ c f oftl ' e United Church, praying that Her Majesty will be 
j’ v us to refer all matters involving any alteration in the doctrine, 

renerS of the Churctl to the consideration of a 

measures mav he fra U ” ltei .^ hurcl1 of England and Ireland, in order that such 
MnWv’sRoLl >med as if approved of by Her Majesty, may receive Her 

mav be J suit nhlv r SSent ’ ° r i* j the sanction of tte legislature be likewise needed) • 
may be suitably recommended to Parliament. 

His Grace the Archbishop of Armagh. (sign 
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No. 3. 

Letter from the Primate to Lord Palmerston. 

My Lord, Palace, Armagh, 17 March 1862. 

I had the honour of forwarding to the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, in July last, a Memorial from the Irish' Prelates, for presentation 
to the Queen, praying that Her Majesty would be pleased to refer all matters 
involving any alteration in the doctrine, worship, discipline, or government of 
the Church to the consideration of a General Synod of the United Church of 
England and Ireland, rather than to separate and independent Convocations. 
I received a letter from Sir George Grey, informing me that the Memorial was 
laid before the Queen, but I have not as yet learned whether Her Majesty has 
come to any decision thereon. 

The great affliction which has befallen Her Majesty has made the Irish 
Prelates reluctant to intrude upon the sacred privacy of her sorrow for the pur- 
pose of soliciting Her Majesty’s attention to the prayer of the Memorial, as 
they conceived that it was not of such pressing urgency that it could not wait 
until Pier Majesty had resumed the transaction of the ordinary affairs of Her 
kingdom. 

_ The Archbishop of Canterbury, however, forwarded to me and to the Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, on the 28th of February, a resolution of the Upper House of 
the Convocation of Canterbury, requesting- us to take such steps as may seem 
expedient to us to obtain the advice and the concurrence of the Irish branch of 
the United Church in reference to the authorization of a Special Form of 
Thanksgiving for Harvest. A copy of this communication, and of the answer 
which the Archbishop and I have returned to it, I beg leave to enclose herewith. 

Although we are most anxious to meet the wish of the Upper House of 
the Convocation of Canterbury, we are unable to do so, inasmuch as the Irish 
Provinces of the United Church have not at present any Representative Body 
empowered to collect and to give expression to the views of the Prelates and 
Clergy in reference to this or any other ecclesiastical business. And this 
disability not only affects disadvantageously our own branch of the Church, 
but is likewise a hindrance to any effective action on the part of the English 
Convocations in matters relating to the United Church. I feel, therefore, that 
we ought not any longer to defer applying to your Lordship, and requesting 
you, as soon as a fitting opportunity presents itself, to have the goodness to 
ascertain Her Majesty’s pleasure in reference to the Memorial of the Irish 
Prelates, a copy of which I have the honour to transmit. 

I have, &c., 

(signed) John G. Armagh. 

The Right Hon. Viscount Palmerston, m. p., 

&c. &c. &c. 



Enclosure 1, in No. 3. 

My dear Lord, . Lambeth Palace, 28 February 1862. 

I have much pleasure in co mm unicating to your Grace the enclosed Resolution which 
was unanimously passed at the recent meeting of the Upper House of Convocation. 

It will afford me individually much gratification if any mode shall appear in which a 
practical effect may be given to the Resolution. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. B. Cantuar, 

His Grace the Archbishop of Armagh. 
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Besolutiok of the Upper House of C^vocation of ^the Province of Canterbury, 
agreed to on the 14th of February 186-.. 

Moted by the Bishop of Oxford, and seconded by the Bishop of Llandaff 
v <> That Hie Grace the President be requested to communicate to His Grace 

theL^rd Archbishop Armagh and His Grace the Lrd Archbishop of Dublin, the steps 
taken by this Contocation to obtain the authorisation of a Speed Form of Blanks™ 
for Harvest, and to request their Graces to td» such steps as to them may seem expedient 
to obtain the advice and the concurrence of their branch of the United Church m this 
important matter; and further to convey the expression of the special desire ot the Upper 
Honse of this Province to consult with their brethren, the Archbishops and Bishops of 
the United Church in Ireland, on this and all other matters concerning the common lute- 
rests of the United Church.” 



Enclosure 2, in No. 3. 

My dear Lord, , Armagh 11 March 1862. 

The Archbishop of Dublin and I beg leave jointly to acknowledge the receipt of 
conies of a Resolution of the Upper House of the Convocation of Canterbury, forwarded 
to us by your Grace, in which we are requested to take such steps as may seem expedient 
to us to obtain the advice and concurrence of the Irish branch ot the United Church in 
reference-to the authorisation of a Special Form of Thanksgiving for Harvest, ami in 
which they further express the special desire of the Upper House or the 1 rovmce or 
Canterbury to consult with their brethren the Archbishops and Bishops of the United 
Church in Ireland, on this and all other matters concerning the common interests of the 
United Church. . n 

For this very kind communication we beg to tender our sincere^ thanks to your Draco, 
as President, and to all the members of the Upper House of Convocation. _ It has 
afforded us the highest gratification, evincing, as it does, the brotherly feeling and 
sympathy of the Prelates of the Province of Canterbury towards our branch of the United 
Church, and their desire that all the Provinces should act together as one Church. 

We are at present, however, powerless to advise or concur in the adoption _of any mea- 
sure for obtaining the authorisation of any Forms of Prayer or Thanksgiving not con- 
tained in the Book of Common Prayer. But the Irish Prelates have already taken a 
step in the direction of being enabled to act in conjunction with the English Provinces, by 
having presented, in July last, a M emorial to the Queen, praying Her Majesty to refer all 
such matters to the consideration of a General Synod, including both branches of the 
United Church. In this M emorial (copies of which were sent to our English brethren) 
the reasons are stated which influenced the Irish Prelates to ask Her Majesty to adopt 
this course, rather than to refer matters, in which all the Provinces are equally interested, 
to the consideration of separate and independent Convocations. 

We have not yet received an answer to our Memorial. The great affliction which has 
befallen Her Majesty has made us unwilling to intrude upon her sorrow for the purpose of 
asking her attention to Synodical business, which, although important, was not, we con- 
ceived, of such pressing urgency that it could not wait until Her Majesty had resumed 
the transaction of the ordinary affairs of Her kingdom. We purpose now, however, to re- 
quest the Prime Minister to take as early an opportunity as he may consider proper of 
ascertaining Her Majesty’s pleasure on the subject of our Memorial. 

Meanwhile, we have no legitimate mode of obtaining any expression of the judgment of 
* our branch of the Church upon the important measure in which our concurrence is invited. 
As much as we regret our inability to meet the invitation of our English brethren, so 
kindly conveyed to us through your Grace, we are unwilling to take any irregular means 
of removing it. Having humbly laid before the Queen our views as to the mode by which 
the judgment of the United Church could best be obtained on subjects involving any altera- 
tion in its worship or discipline, we must wait until we learn Her Majesty’s intention 
before we take any other step in relation to Synodical action. 

We request that your Grace will have the goodness to lay before the Upper Honse of 
Convocation this reply to their communication ; and to assure them that it is our earnest 
desire to maintain the most cordial feelings of brotherly union with them. And we sin- 
cerely pray that the Divine guidance and blessing may be vouchsafed to them in all their 
deliberation's. 

Towards your Grace, personally, we shall ever cherish the warmest sentiments of regard 
and friendship. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John G. Armagh. 

His Grace the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury. 
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— No. 4. — 

Letter from Sir George Greg to the Primate. 

My Lord, Whitehall, 24 June 1862. 

I had the honour to inform your Grace, on the 1st August last, that I had 
laid before the Queen the Memorial of the Archbishop and Bishops of the Irish 
Provinces of the United Church of England and Ireland, addressed to Her 
Majesty, and transmitted by your Grace to the Secretary of State on the 20th 
July last. 

The Memorial, after stating the objections entertained by the Irish prelates to 
the action of separate and independent Convocations, as tending to the risk of 
the unity of the Church being impaired and schism generated, prayed that Her 
Majesty would be pleased to refer all matters involving any alteration in the 
doctrine, worship, discipline, or government of the Church, to the consideration 
of the General Synod of the United Church of England and Ireland, in order 
that such measures may be framed as, if approved by Her Majesty, may receive 
the Royal Assent, or (if the sanction of the Legislature be likewise needed) may 
be suitably recommended to Parham ent. 

As your Grace has expressed a desire to know Her Majesty’s decision with 
respect to this Memorial, I have the honour to inform your Grace that Her 
Majesty’s Government have not felt it to be their duty to advise Her Majesty to 
convene a General Synod of the United Church of England and Ireland. 

They believe that no such Synod ever was convened, and they are not aware 
that, if convened, it would have any legal power. Without entering into -the 
question, whether any circumstances which may hereafter arise may render a 
General Synod of the Church necessary or expedient, it does not appear to the 
Government that such circumstances exist at the present time. 

With reference to the statement in the Memorial, that the Convocation of the 
Province of Canterbury has repealed the 29th Canon, and in the place thereof 
has enacted a new Canon, which now awaits Her Majesty’s sanction, I have to 
inform your Grace that no such new Canon has as yet been submitted for Her 
Majesty’s sanction. 

I have, &c. 

His Grace the Archbishop of Armagh. (signed) G. Grey. 



No. 5. 

Letter from the present Primate to Sir George Grey. 

Sir, The Palace, Armagh, November 1862. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith a Memorial addressed to the Queen, 
praying that Her Majesty would be graciously pleased to authorise the con- 
vening of the Irish Convocation. 

This Memorial was approved of and signed by the late Lord Primate of 
Ireland, a few days before his decease, but owing to delays in obtaining the 
.signatures of the other prelates who concurred in it, and owing also to the 
delay which attended my translation to the Archbishopric of Armagh, it was 
not in my power to forward the document to you until now. _ 

I have to request that you will be so good as to submit the Memorial to Her 
Majesty. 

I have, &c. 

The Right Holt. Sir G. Grey, (signed) Marcus G. Armagh. 

&c. &c. &c. 
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Enclosure in No. 5. 

To Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen. 

May it please your Majesty, . . . TT -x ■. 

"VVe the undersigned Archbishops and Bishops of the Irish Provinces at the United 
Church of England and Ireland, approach Your Majesty with feelings of sincere gratitude 
to Almighty God that we have been placed by His Divine Providence under the govern- 
ment of so gracious a Sovereign, and with a loyal and firm conviction that it is Your 
Majesty’s prerogative to rule all states and degrees within Your Majesty s dominions, 
whether they be ecclesiastical or temporal. . 

Through Your Majesty’s favour, the Convocation of the Province ot Canterbury has 
been allowed opportunities, during the last nine years, of deliberating on matters relating 
to the welfare of the Church. And the Convocation of the Province of York has also, 
through Your Majesty’s favour, been permitted to enjoy the like privilege during the last 

' We^are anxious that equal privileges with those which have been granted to the 
Prelates and Clergy of the English Provinces should be extended to the Prelates and 
clergy of the Irish provinces. The Upper House of the Convocation of Canterbury has 
expressed a desire to obtain the advice and concurrence of the Church in Ireland on all 
matters which concern the common interests of the United Church. And the Upper 
House of the Convocation of York has likewise recognised the claim of the Irish branch 
of the United Church to share in any Synodical deliberation with reference to the dis- 
cipline and government of the Church. 

We humbly pray, therefore, that Your Majesty will be graciously pleased to authorise 
the convening of the Irish Convocation, to the end that the Prelates and the represen- 
tatives of the Clergy may be afforded an opportunity of considering in Sacred Synod such 
matters as may tend to the advancement of true religion, and thereby aid in promoting 
joint and harmonious action on the part of the several provinces of the United Church. 

An ri we devoutly pray to Almighty God for Your Majesty’s welfare and happiness. 

(signed) John G. Armagh. 

Rd. Dublin. 

Jos. H. Meath. 

Plunhct Tuam, fyc. 

J. T. Ossory and Ferns. 

Robert Cashel, 8fc. 

Robert Down and Connor and Dromore. 

Wm. Derry and Raphoe. 

Marcus G. Kilmore, &fc. 

Wm. Killaloe. 

John Cork, Cloyne, and Ross. 

The Bishop of Limerick is the only Bishop who has not signed. 



No. 6. 

Letter from Sir George Grey to the Primate. 

My Lord, , Whitehall, 19 November 1862. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Grace’s letter of the 
instant, forwarding a Memorial addressed to the Queen by the Archbishops 
and Bishops of the Irish Provinces of the United Church of England and Ireland, 
praying that Her Majesty would authorize the convening of the Irish Convoca- 
tion j and I beg to inform your Grace that I have laid the Memorial before 
Her Majesty. 

I have, &c. 

His Grace the Archbishop of Armagh, (signed) G. Grey. 

.The Palace, Armagh. 
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No. 7. 

Letter from the Primate to Sir G. Grey. 

Sir, The Palace, Armagh, 9 March 1863. 

I now take advantage of your kind permission to forward to you a statement 
in reference to the Irish Convocation. 

I have had it put into print, as being more easily read than if it were 
written. 

Until the reign of James I. the whole of Ireland was not .brought under the 
rule of the English monarchs, and you will perceive that from that time the 
Convocation was statedly convened, except under the short Roman Catholic 
reign of James II. , and during the reign of William III,, who, it is to be remem- 
bered, did not allow the English Convocation to transact any business for 
10 years. 

The Irish Convocation did not cease to be called together until George I. 
deprived the English Convocations of the power of meeting for business. 
During the suspended animation of Canterbury and York, the Synod in Dublin 
remained in abeyance. We hope, as the Queen has now given vitality to the 
Convocation of the English Provinces, Her Majesty will not deny to the Irish 
Convocation a restoration of its power of meeting, and thus enable it to take 
into consideration those questions relating to the common interests of the 
United Church on which the Royal licences have authorised the English Pre- 
lates and Clergy to deliberate ; our object not being independent action, but 
merely to facilitate our combination with the English branch of the United 
Church. 

I am,&c. 

The Right Hon. Sir G. Grey, (signed) Marcus G. Armagh . 

&c. &c. &c. 



Enclosure in No. 7- 

Memorandum respecting the Irish Convocation. 

Previously to the Reformation, National Synods were assembled in Ireland on 
special occasions; as at Holmpatrick, a.d. 1148, at Kells, a.d. 1152, at Cashel, a. d. 
1172. Provincial Synods, also, were frequently held by the Archbishops, who convened 
them as Metropolitans. 

Besides attending these Ecclesiastical assemblies, the Prelates and Clergy were required 
to attend the Irish Parliaments. It appears from the old forms of writs (reaching back to 
the time of Edward III.) preserved in the Rolls Office in Dublin, that the Prelates were 
duly summoned to Parliament, and were required to bring with them the proctors of their 
dioceses. And when subsidies were granted, the Clergy exercised the right of taxing 
themselves as a separate body from the laity. The names of the proctors of the diocese of 
Armagh during the reign of Henry VI., the amount of the several subsidies granted and 
the Letters Patent for enforcing their collection, are . pi’eserved in Primate Swayn’s 
Registry, a.d. 1429-48. 

After the period of the Reformation, the Irish Convocation consisted of all the Arch- 
bishops and Bishops, and the Deans, Archdeacons, and Proctors of the Chapters and of 
the Clergy of every Diocese, assembled by Royal authority in one place ; thus forming a 
“ National Synod,” as it is stated to be in the 100th Canon of 1643, “ The Representative 
Body of the Irish Church.” Instances are not wanting of National Synods similarly 
gathered in England; as, for example, in 1540 (Vol. i., part 2, “Burnet’s History of 
Reformation ;” Records, Book iii.. No. xix). 

Owing to the destruction of the Records, but scanty materials exist to furnish an account 
of the assemblies of the Bishops and Clergy of Ireland in the early days of the Reforma- 
tion. The unhappy state of the times must have rendered it impossible, in the midst of 
wars and bloodshed, to adhere to the exact rules which regulate the meetings of Synods 
held under more favourable circumstances. 

Edward VI. 

It appears from Ware’s “ Life of Archbishop Browne,” that in 1551 the Viceroy, by 
order of the King, convened an “ assembly of Archbishops and Bishops, together with 
other of the then Clergy of Ireland,” previously to issuing a Proclamation for the use of 
the Reformed Liturgy. No Parliament was held in this reign. 
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MArt. 

Convocation was not assembled by Royal authority in this reign. A. Provincial 
Synod waTheld in Drogheda by Primate Do^rnlSdS , and a Provmcnd Synod was 
held in Dublin in the same year, by Archbishop Curwin. 

Elizabeth. 

„ _ .. , . .i - __j_n met, on the 12th of January 1560, and was dis- 

The first Pebi na^ havifg sat only three weeks. “ The Earl of Sussex having 

solved on the 1st of ^ F 7> retllr f e( j again, an d took his oath as Lord Lieutenant of 

been in E “?>£? d °“ ks ; fter wMo h came letters from Her Majesty to luni, sigmfy- 

Ireland ; -within three meeting e f the clergy of Ireland, and the establishment 

7S 1 #— freS^l"^ several ^o/eses of the kingdom- (Ware’s 

" Theloliowing entry occurs in the Loftus MS. in Marsh’s Library:-" 1560—This 
year was held a°Convocation of the Bishops, at the Queen’s command. 



James I. 

Clnlv one Parliament was called in the reign of this Sovereign. It met on the 18th 
of Mav 1613 The House of Commons was a scene of such contusion, and the excitement 
£ citv of D ebit was so great, that the Parliament was prorogued, and did not meet 
fc the tspateh of business fntil the 14th of October 1614 Having usat for six weeks it 
f a no the o9th of November. It met again, 18th April 1615, and satfor three 
wSlFs ; wls prorogued on the 16th of May ; and was dissolved, without having met agam, 
October 1615. So that there were only two Sessions. ah- v,™ 

2 A Convocation was convened with the Parliament. Thomas Jones Aro ihishop of 
Dublin (who was also Lord Chancellor), was its President ; and Randolph Barlow, Arch- 
Meatt, was Prolocutor of theAwer House The l--alof its 
nerished But from other sources it appears that Articles of Religion, 104 m number, 
were drawn up and agreed upon ; and a Canon was enacted, that it any Minister should 
Sd SfrSin. contrary to them, he should be silenced and deprived of ah 
S3 promotions. These Articles and the Canons annexed appear not to have been 
confirmed by any Letters Patent under the Great Seal., And they were superseded by 
the Canons relating to the Thirty-nine Articles passed m the Convocation held m the 

M A r sufSdy was granted, as appears from the following entry in the Journal of the 

H 29tli Amin615 8 — " This day the Speaker, accompanied with the whole body of the 
House of Commons, being sent for by the Lord Deputy, repaired * * e prejKrao, , tfhe e 
the Lord Deputy sat in state, attended upon by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
where the clergy presented from tlieir Convocation House, a grant of one entne subsidy 

^When tlmf question of precedence between the Ardibishops of Armagh and Dublin was 
finally settled, in 1626, by the Lord Lieutenant in Council, it was decreed that the 
Archbishop of Armagh and his successors for ever should have -the precedency, 
ranked before the Archbishop of Dublin and his successors, as well in Parhament and 
Convocation House, as in all other meetings.” Prom that time the Primates (w p 
sent) have always been the Presidents of the Convocation. 



Charles I. 

reign, after an 
4th July 1634. 
1634, as is dis- 
this Assembly, 
was Prolocutor. 

Eight subsidies were granted oel the 26th of July. _ _ 

A licence to treat and conclude upon Canons was issued, under date of 21st July, 
the next Session of Parliament, 14th November, the Convocation re-asscmbled, an c01 ^ 
menced the framing of Canons. The Canons agreed on are for the most part uie same 
the English Canons of 1604 ; hut they are arranged in a different order. By the _ s 
31st, 32d, and 39th of these Canons, the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion are estabiisnea 
as those which are to he subscribed by the Clergy, and which are to be the stan al 
whereby doctrine is to he tried. This body of Canons was confirmed by Letters -la.® 11 ' 
They are in force at this .day in Ireland; and they are annexed to every quarto ecu o 
of the Prayer Book printed by the Queen's printers in Dublin. 

A second Parliament was called in the 15th year of this reign, and assembled . 
March 1640 (n.S.). The Convocation waB also convened, and met 23d March. At - 
bishop Ussher was President ; and Dr. Margetson, Dean of Christ Church, Dublin, ^ 



A Parliament was not held in Ireland until the 10th year of this 
interval of nineteen years since the last preceding Parliament. It met 1 
The Convocation was also convened by provincial writs, dated 24tli May 
tinctly recited in the Letters Patent ratifying the Canons made in 
Archbishop Ussher was President; and Dr. Henry Leslie, Dean of Down, 
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Prolocutor. Six subsidies were granted 30th March. When Parliament re-assembled in 
October, the Convocation met again, under the Presidentship of the Archbishop of Dublin, 
Ussher having gone to England. Its meetings were continued by prorogations until the 
17th of May 1641, when the troubles in the country hindered the Convocation from again 
assembling. 



Charles II. 

Only one Parliament was called in this reign ; its first Session commenced 8th May 
1661; it had three subsequent Sessions, and was dissolved in 1666. 

The Convocation met 10th May 1661. Primate Bramhall was its President; and Dr. 
Mossom, Dean of Christ Church, Dublin, was Prolocutor. Eight subsidies were granted 
on the 5th of June. Its sittings were continued contemporaneously with those of Parlia- 
ment. The Book of Common Prayer was considered and approved of (11th November 
1662) previously to its being sanctioned by the Act of Uniformity, 17 & 18 Charles II., 
cap. 6 ; and its approval by the Convocation is set forth in the preamble of that statute. 
The constitutional status of the Convocation was thus recognised by the Legislature. 

When a Bill was before the House of Lords in 1662, by which Church property was 
made chargeable towards raising 30,000 l. for the Duke of Ormond, the Prelates unani- 
mously protested against it, and desired that their protest might be entered in the J oumals 
of the House of Lords, “ to be recorded for the future indemnity of the clergy.” It was 
entered accordingly, under date of 11th September 1662. And therein, inter alia, the 
Bishops say, “ We affirm that the Church was never taxed or assessed, except only in case 
of invincible necessity, that ever we heard or read of, but by themselves in Convocation.” 
Ultimately, the tithes and glebes of the inferior clergy were exempted from being taxed 
under this Act. ( See Journals of the House of Commons, 23d September 1662.) 



James II. 

. The Convocation was not convened in this reign. In England, the King did not permit 
the Convocations of Canterbury and York to transact business. 



William III. 

Two Parliaments were called. The first met 5th October 1692, and was dissolved five 
weeks after, on the 10th of November. The second met on the 27th of August, 1695, and 
was dissolved on the 14th of June 1699. 

The Convocation was not convened during this reign. The Bishop of Derry, writing to 
the Bishop of Worcester, on the 3d of February 1699, remarked : — 

“ First, we have had two Parliaments in Ireland since the Revolution, without any 
Convocation, which is without, example in Ireland. Secondly, in this Session the clergy 
have been assessed by the Commons without their own consent, and were not allowed so 
much as a salvo to their right ; there never was any tax in nature of a subsidy granted 
but in Convocation before ; all that we bishops could do was to enter our protestation 
against it in the Journals of the House of Lords, which they permitted the archbishops and 
bishops to do.” (Mant’s Hist., vol. ii., p. 100.) 

The protest alluded to was as follows : — 

“We, the Archbishops and Bishops of the said kingdom, not having at present'an oppor- 
tunity of meeting in Convocation, and having obtained leave of the Right Hon. the House 
of Lords, think it our duty, for a saving to the aforesaid right, to declare that it belongeth 
and of due appertainetk to the clergy of this realm, assembled in Convocation, to grant 
subsidies out of the lands, tithes, tenements, and hereditaments belonging to ecclesiastical 
persons ; notwithstanding there hath been an engrossed Bill, brought up from the Com- 
mons, and passed this House, intitLed an Act for raising 120,000 Z. on all lands, tenements, 
and hereditaments in this kingdom ; by which the lands, &c., of the persons abovesaid are 
assessed without their consent. And we do protest that these same ought not to be drawn 
into example to the prejudice of the ancient rights of the Church of this kingdom.” 

The granting of subsidies by the English Convocations had been put an end to by a 
verbal agreement between Lord Clarendon (the Chancellor) and Archbishop Sheldon, 
iu 1664. . 

No business, it is to be observed, was allowed to be transacted m the Convocations of 
Canterbury and York during the first 10 years of this reign. (Lathbury, Hist, of the 
Convocation, p. 278.) 



Anhe. 

Two Parliaments were called in this reign. The first commenced its sittings on the 
21st of September 1703. It had six Sessions, extending to the 8th of November 1711. 

The writs by which the prelates were summoned to this Parliament contained the 
“ Praumrnientes ” clause. And in obedience thereto a body of the clergy attended in 
Dublin. The convocation having met, the Members of the Lower House presented an 
258. B address 
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address to the prelates, stating that they looked upon it as absolutely necessary that pro- 
vinciaT writs should be issuecT, besides the Parliamentary writs, in order that the elorgy 
Wng summoned by the authority of their Metropolitans, a “truly Ecclesiastical l byaoj 
mi^lTt be formed. The prelates concurred m these sentiments, and presented the following 



Memorial to the Lord Lieutenant: 

“The humble Petition of the Archbishops and Bishops in behalf of themselves and the 
rest of the Clergy of Ireland. 

“ W^tL^ArchbLhops and Bishops of the Church of Ireland, have received an address 
from our Brethren the Clergy, who are come to Dublin in obedience to Her Majesty’s 
Writ of Summons, in which they insist on the Church’s right to have a full Convocation 
with every Parliament ; and have earnestly entreated us to apply to your Grace to obtain 
this our just and undoubted right; and to make the meeting (to which many of them have 
come from the remotest parts of the kingdom) effectual to the promoting of the good of 
the Church. We cannot but approve of their request, and humbly beseech your Grace 
that you would be pleased to lay before Her Majesty this our unanimous Petition and 
Claim; and to move ITer Majesty to issue the provincial writs to the several Archbishops, 
which according to custom have constantly accompanied the c Pnemunientes clause’ in the 
Parliamentary Writs; the Bishops and Clergy of this kingdom being ambitious to owe the 
restitution of their rights solely to Her Majesty by your Grace’s mediation. And we press 
the more earnestly for them at this time, because we are persuaded that there will be a 
very good agreement and unanimity amongst us all; and also united zeal for the glory of 
God, and Her Majesty’s service.” . .... 

The provincial writs were accordingly issued. And the previous informality having 
been thus rectified, the Convocation was opened in due form on tbe_Hth of January 1704 
( N . s .) Primate Marsh was its President ; and Dr. Synge, Dean of Kildare, was Prolocutor. 

The Queen issued, under date of 18th August 1711, a license to treat and conclude upon 
canons, and a form of prayer for the visitation of prisoners, and forms for receiving con- 
verts from the Church of Borne. Five canons were enacted, 7th November 1711; and 
having received the Boyal sanction, they have been appended to all the quarto editions of 
the Prayer Book printed in Dublin. The Convocation also framed “ A form of prayer for 
the visitation of prisoners” and “ Forms for admitting converts from the Church of Borne.” 
The second Parliament of Anne met on the 25th of November 1713. It sat for only 
one month, was then prorogued, and by tbe death of the Queen it was dissolved 1st August 
1714. The Convocation was prorogued, but was not dissolved at the time of the dissolu- 
tion of the first Parliament. The writ for its dissolution did not issue until the 21st of 
May 1713. It was not convened again when the new Parliament was called. 



George I., II., and III. 

The Convocation was not convened during these reigns. In the Convocation of 
Canterbury in 1717, the Lower House drew up a formal complaint against a sermon 
preached by Bishop Hoadly before the King, and printed by Ilis Majesty’s special com- 
mand. The Canterbury Convocation was immediately prorogued. And from that time 
until about 10 years ago, during a period of 130 years, the English Convocations were 
not permitted to enter on any Synodical business. As tire meetings of the Convocations 
in England were thenceforward merely proforma , it was not to bo expected that the Irish 
Convocation would be allowed to proceed in an active exercise of its functions. Early in 
the reign of George II., Primate Boulter mentions that the holding of a Convocation was 
under consideration ; but tbe Cabinet was not desirous that it should sit. (Boulter’s 
Letters, i., p. 166.) 



Union oe Great Britain and Ireland, a. d. 1800. 

On the 22d of April 1799, both Houses of the English Parliament laid before the King 
an address containing resolutions which they had agreed upon in reference to the union of 
the two kingdoms. The 5th resolution was as follows 

“ That for the same purpose, it would be fit to propose that the Churches of that part 
of Great Britain called England, and of that part of- Great Britain called Scotland, and of 
Ireland, and the doctrine, worship, discipline, and government thereof, shall be preserved as 
now by law established.” 

On the 5th of February 1800, when the resolution was under the consideration of the 
Irish House of Commons, two important additions were suggested, and on the 21st of 
March were adopted : — 

“ That for the same purpose, it would be fit to propose that the Churches of that part 
of Great Britain, called England, and of Ireland, shall be united into one Church ; and the 
archbishops, priests, &c., of tbe Churches of England and Ireland shall from time to time 
be summoned to, and entitled to sit in, Convocation of the United Church in the like manner 
and subject to the same regulations as are at present by law established with respect to the 
like orders of the Church of England ; and the doctrine, worship, discipline, and govern- 
ment 
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ment of the said United Church shall be preserved as now by law established for the 
Church of England.” 

This resolution was afterwards amended in the Irish House of Lords ; and instead of 
stipulating that the prelates and clergy should “ from time to time be summoned to, and 
entitled to sit in, the Convocation of the United Church,” it was left indefinitely, “ when 
His Majesty shall summon a Convocation , the archbishops, bishops, and clergy of the several 
provinces in Ireland, shall be respectively summoned to and sit in the Convocation of the 
United Church in the like manner, and subject, &c.” 

The Article as it thus stood in the Address of the Irish Parliament to the Crown was 
proposed by Mr. Pitt to the English House of Commons on the 21st of April, and he 
expressed his approval of what had been added in Ireland to the resolution. But when 
the Bill was in Committee (May 5, 1800), Mr. Pitt said, “It was fudged better to omit 
the insertion of any Provisional Article respecting the Convocation till the Union actually 
took place ; more particularly as His Majesty, as the Head of both Churches, had the 
power to call such a Convocation when he pleased.” The clause respecting Convocation 
was struck out ; the Irish Parliament sanctioned the Article as altered ; and it now stands 
in the following words in the Acts of Union, 39 & 40 Geo. Ilf. c. 67, and 40 Geo. III., 
e. 38 [Ik.] : — 

“ That it be the fifth Article of Union, that the Churches of England and Ireland, as 
now by law established, be united into one Protestant Episcopal Church, to be called 
‘ The United Church of England and Ireland and that the doctrine, worship, discipline, 
and government of the said United Church shall be, and shall remain in full force for 
ever, as the same are now by law established for the Church of England ; and that the 
continuance and preservation of the United Church, as the Established Church of England 
and Ireland, shall be deemed and taken to be an essential and fundamental part of the 
Union.” 

Had the words proposed by the Irish House of Commons been inserted, in the Act, the 
statute might have been construed to restrain Her Majesty from summoning any separate 
Convocations of the province of Canterbury, and of the province of York, and of the Irish 
provinces ; and to restrict the Sovereign to the summoning of no other Convocation but 
that which was termed the “ Convocation of the United Church.” But as all allusion to 
Convocation has been omitted from the Act of Union, the Queen is no more precluded by 
that statute from summoning a meeting of the Irish Convocation than Her Majesty has 
been precluded from summoning the Convocations of Canterbury and York. 

In England the Church, it must be admitted, was, previously to the Union, one Church, 
although^ had two separate and independent Convocations. The existence of more Con- 
vocations than one cannot, therefore, be inconsistent with the unity of a Church ; and the 
co-existence of three Convocations in one Church would be no more inconsistent with unity 
than the co-existence of two Convocations. 

The Acts of Union have provided that only a certain number of the Irish prelates shall, 
in rotation, have seats in the Parliament of the United Kingdom. But this no more 
deprives the remaining portion of the Irish prelates of their privileges of sitting in the 
Irish Convocation (if the Queen should be pleased to summon it) than the arrangement 
recently adopted, whereby the junior bishop in England is excluded from sitting and 
voting in Parliament, excludes him from a seat in the Convocation of Canterbury or York, 
to whichever province he may belong. And the Bishop of Sodor and Man, though not 
a Lord of Parliament, has always had a place in the Convocation of York since the 
passing of statute 33 Henry VIII. c. 31. 



Church Temporalities Act: 

The Statute 3 & 4 Gul. 4, c. 3.7, s. 46, deprived the future Bishops of Tuam ami Cashel 
of archiepiscopal jurisdiction within the Provinces of Tuam and Cashel. But then it made 
the following provision : — 

“ All such archiepiscopal jurisdiction as may have theretofore belonged to and been 
exercised by the Bishop of Tuam shall be transferred to and vested in the Archbishop of 
Armagh for the time being, and all such archiepiscopal jurisdiction as may have theretofore 
belonged to and been exercised by the Bishop of Cashel, shall be transferred to and exer- 
cised by the Archbishop of Dublin for the time being ; and the Bishops of Tuam and Cashel 
shall, as well as the other bishops of the said Provinces of Tuam and Cashel, be subject to 
the archiepiscopal jurisdiction of the said Archbishops of Armagh and Dublin respectively 
and the said Archbishops of Armagh and Dublin, and their successors respectively, shall 
have, use, and exercise, without further grant, installation, or ceremony whatsoever, all 
and singular the metropolitan rights, priviliges, franchises, duties, poiccrs and authorities 
theretofore exercised, or which might have been, exercised within the said Provinces- 
of Tuam and Cashel respectively.” 

If, therefore, Her Majesty should issue to the Archbishops of Armagh and Dublin writs 
directing them to convene their suffragans and their clergy to- attend a meeting of the 
Irish Convocation, such writs would empower the two archbishops to call together all 
the bishops, deans, archdeacons, and proctors of the chapters and of the clergy of all 
Ireland. 

258 . C A union. 
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synodS rights of the bishop and clergy of those two dioceses. 



So long as the Convocations of Canterbury anti York continued to hold merely formal 
meeting without transacting any business, the Irish Prelates refrained from applying to 
the Crown on the subject of Convocation. But the Queen having been pleased recently 
to grantTcenses to the Convocations of Canterbury. and York .to repeal t he canon relating 
r? -Rontism and to enact a new canon in place thereoi, and the Convocation 

Staury U&Sared a Special Form of Pra/er to he used in Harvest, the Irish 
Prelates deemed it tfieir luty to present a Memorial to He. • M a, esty praying hat the 
advice, not of one or of two Provincial Synods only, but of a General Synod of the 
United Church of England and Ireland, might be obtained, before any change is made in 

tK The Irish PrlktS 1 hTvin^ due'tit e been informed that Her Majesty ’« Government 
did not feel it to be their duty to advise the Queen to convene a General by nod of the 
United Church of England and Ireland; and having lately received from tlio Upper 
House of the Convocation of Canterbury a communication, expressing a desire to obtain 
the advice and concurrence of the Chm-cli in Ireland on aU matters winch concern tho 
common interests of the United Church ; and having learned that the Upper House of 
the Convocation of York has recognised the claim of the Irish branch of the United 
Church to Bhare in any synodical deliberation with reference to the discipline and govern- 
ment of the Church ; they, the Irish Prelates, have therefore petitioned Her Majesty to 
authorise the convening of the Irish Convocation, in order that an opportunity may bo 
afforded to them and to the representatives of the Irish clergy, of considering in baeied 
Synod such matters as may tend to the advancement of true religion; and that they may 
aid in promoting, as far as in them lies, joint and harmonious action on the part of the 

several Provinces of the United Church. . . . , 

Her Majesty, it is submitted, is empowered, in right of Her sovereignty, and in the 
exercise of Her supremacy, to command the Archbishops in Ireland to summon such a 
united Synod of their Provinces. It is not a new thing. One of the first steps taken by 
the first English monarch who ascended the throne of Ireland, Henry II., was to give 
orders for the holding of. the Synod of Cashel, in 1172, which was attended by 1 relates 
from more than one province. Since the Reformation Her Majesty s predecessors have, 
from time to time, exercised their Royal power for issuing writs for the assembling of 
the Irish Convocation ; and no statute has been enacted depriving the Croivn of this 



power, or limiting its exercise. „ . 

If it appear strange that for 150 years no effort was made for the convening ot the 
Irish Convocation, this quiescence is accounted for by the fact that, for 130. years the 
English Convocations were not allowed to transact any business. Risk of diversity m 
the discipline of the Church would have arisen if the Irish Convocation had been allowed 
to meet and enact canons while the English Convocations were under. an interdict. Risk 
of diversity in discipline will now arise if, when the English Convocations have been per- 
mitted to consider and recommend the repeal of a Canon common to the Church in both 
countries, and to frame and agree upon a new one, no opportunity be granted to the Irish 
Convocation of meeting for the purpose of deliberating on this subject. . 

Since Her Majesty, by issuing her gracious licenses to the Convocations of Canterbury 
and York, has publicly intimated that the meeting and full Synodical action of such 
assemblies is, at present, expedient for the interests of the Church, the. Irish Prelates 
humbly trust that their long and patient forbearance in times past will not now be 
regarded as prejudicing the claim of the Irish Provinces of the United Church to obtain 
equal privileges with those which have been granted to the English Provinces. 
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